NEWS RELEASE

Thorough, Expeditious Review Underway
of IJC Recommendations, says MP Clement
April 26, 2013
OTTAWA – Parry Sound-Muskoka MP Tony Clement said today that the Government of
Canada is in receipt of the recommendations from the International Joint Commission (IJC) on
Great Lakes Water levels, and is commencing its review immediately.
“I know full well how record water levels are affecting my constituents along Georgian Bay,
and the frustration and anxiety that exist for homeowners, businesses, municipal leaders and
cottagers. We need to review these recommendations thoroughly and expeditiously,” said MP
Clement.
“The Government of Canada does not want to push this issue further down the line. We want
to take action in conjunction with our U.S. partners that will have the greatest and most
immediate impact,” added MP Clement.
The recommendations provided in the IJC report include:


The International Joint Commission advised the governments of Canada and the
United States, by letter dated April 15, 2013, that it will implement this year an
improved plan for regulating Lake Superior outflows at Sault Ste. Marie. The new plan,
Lake Superior Regulation Plan 2012, provides additional benefits compared to current
regulation, especially during extreme water supply conditions.



In addition, the Commission recommends that the governments of Canada and the
United States investigate structural options to restore water levels in Lake MichiganHuron by 13 to 25 centimeters (about 5 to 10 inches), including a comprehensive costbenefit analysis and a detailed environmental impact study. Specifically, the
Commission encouraged governments to focus on options that would not exacerbate
future high water levels but that would provide relief during periods of low water.

MP Clement has held meetings with various stakeholder groups on low water levels over the
last several months, including one-on-one meetings and briefings with IJC Commissioners
and fellow Ministers John Baird and Peter Kent. He will meet again tomorrow with municipal
and business leaders and other affected constituents in Parry Sound.
“Now that we have this report in hand, it will be important for all those with an interest in
finding remedies to review what the IJC has presented, and continue to work together toward
effective solutions. I look forward to doing all I can toward this end, and advocating for the
best approach for Georgian Bay and the entire Great Lakes Basin,” said MP Clement.
To view the IJC’s News Release, and for more information on its recommendations follow link:
http://ijc.org/en_/news?news_id=108
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